¢ NEET ULTRA-ADVANCED RANK BOOSTER NOTES
FULL TEXT PRESERVATION + PREMIUM TYPESETTING MODE

= MAIN TOPIC
Plant Kingdom - Classification and Characteristics

= SUBTOPICS
1. History and Systems of Classification
2. Algae (Chlorophyceae, Phaeophyceae, Rhodophyceae)
3. Bryophytes (Liverworts and Mosses)
4. Pteridophytes
5. Gymnosperms
6. Angiosperms

= CONCEPT FLOW

Foundation (Need for Classification) — Mechanism (Artificial — Natural — Phylogenetic systems) —
Application (Algae to Angiosperms detailed study) — Integration (Evolutionary trends: Thallus — Vascular
tissues — Seeds — Flowers)

= VISUAL FLOW MAP

Plant Kingdom

|

— Classification Systems

| — Avrtificial (Linnaeus - superficial characters)
| — Natural (Bentham & Hooker - affinities)

| L— Phylogenetic (evolutionary relationships)
| — Numerical Taxonomy

| — Cytotaxonomy

| L— Chemotaxonomy

|

— Algae (Thallophytes)

| — Chlorophyceae (Green algae)

| — Phaeophyceae (Brown algae)

| L— Rhodophyceae (Red algae)

|

|— Bryophytes (Amphibians of plant kingdom)
| — Liverworts

| L— Mosses



|— Pteridophytes (Vascular cryptogams)
| — Homosporous
| L— Heterosporous

|—— Gymnosperms (Naked seeded plants)

L— Angiosperms (Flowering plants)

— Dicotyledons
L— Monocotyledons

== INTERLINKING CHAPTERS

* Biological Classification (Chapter 2) - Five'-kingdom system basis
» Anatomy (Chapter 6) - Vascular tissues in pteridophytes

* Cell Biology - Ploidy concepts

* Evolution - Seed habit development

* Ecology - Ecological importance of mosses and algae

= 4-STEP STUDY STRATEGY

Step 1: Master the classification systems (basis and differences)

Step 2: Understand algae divisions with pigment+food storage tables

Step 3: Compare life cycles (gametophyte vs sporophyte dominant)

Step 4: Link evolutionary advancements (water dependence — seed habit)

ORIGINAL TEXT (Passage 1 - Classification Systems)

3.1 Algae

In the previous chapter, we looked at the broad classification of living organisms under the system
proposed by Whittaker (1969) wherein he suggested the Five Kingdom classification viz. Monera, Protista,
Fungi, Animalia and Plantae. In this chapter, we will deal in detail with further classification within Kingdom
Plantae popularly known as the 'plant kingdom'.

We must stress here that our understanding of the plant kingdom has changed over time. Fungi, and
members of the Monera and Protista having cell walls have now been excluded from Plantae though
earlier classifications placed them in the same kingdom. So, the cyanobacteria that are also referred to as
blue green algae are not 'algae' any more. In this chapter, we will describe Algae, Bryophytes,
Pteridophytes, Gymnosperms and Angiosperms under Plantae.

Let us also look at classification within angiosperms to understand some of the concerns that influenced
the classification systems. The earliest systems of classification used only gross superficial morphological
characters such as habit, colour, number and shape of leaves, etc. They were based mainly on vegetative
characters or on the androecium structure (system given by Linnaeus). Such systems were artificial; they
separated the closely related species since they were based on a few characteristics. Also, the artificial



systems gave equal weightage to vegetative and sexual characteristics; this is not acceptable since we
know that often the vegetative characters are more easily affected by environment.

As against this, natural classification systems developed, which were based on natural affinities among the
organisms and consider, not only the external features, but also internal features, like ultrastructure,
anatomy, embryology and phytochemistry. Such a classification for flowering plants was given by George
Bentham and Joseph Dalton Hooker.

At present phylogenetic classification systems based on, eyolutionary relationships between the various
organisms are acceptable. This assumes ‘that’ organisms belonging to the same taxa have a common
ancestor. We now use information from many other sources too to help resolve difficulties in classification.
These become more important when there.is n6 supporting fossil evidence. Numerical Taxonomy which is
now easily carried out using computers is based on all observable characteristics. Number and codes are
assigned to all the characters and the data are then processed. In this way each character is given equal
importance and at the same time hundreds of characters can be considered. Cytotaxonomy, that is based
on cytological information like chromosome number, structure, behaviour and chemotaxonomy, that uses
the chemical constituents of the plant to resolve confusions, are also used by taxonomists these days.

<) ULTRA-ADVANCED ANALYTICAL EXPANSION

(1JJCORE CONCEPT EXTRACTION

+ Kingdom Plantae now excludes fungi, Monera, Protista (even if cell wall present)
» Cyanobacteria (blue-green algae) are NOT algae - they belong to Monera

* Three types of classification systems: Artificial - Natural — Phylogenetic

* Modern taxonomy uses Numerical, Cyto- and Chemotaxonomy

(2JCONCEPT LAYERING

+ BASIC (Class 11 NCERT Level):
Five kingdom classification by Whittaker (1969): Monera, Protista, Fungi, Animalia, Plantae. Earlier,
organisms with cell walls (bacteria, fungi) were placed with plants - now separated.

+ NCERT (Exam Level):
Artificial systems (Linnaeus): Based on few characters like habit, leaf shape, androecium structure.
Problem: Vegetative characters are environment-sensitive — separates closely related species.

Natural systems (Bentham & Hooker): Based on natural affinities - external + internal features (anatomy,
embryology, phytochemistry).

Phylogenetic systems: Based on evolutionary relationships and common ancestor.

+ ADVANCED (Beyond NCERT):

* Numerical Taxonomy (Phenetics): All characters equally weighted, computer-processed, uses 100s of
characters, assigns numbers/codes - eliminates bias.

» Cytotaxonomy: Uses chromosome number (2n), structure (metacentric, acrocentric), behaviour (pairing



during meiosis) - helps resolve species complexes.
» Chemotaxonomy: Uses chemical constituents (alkaloids, flavonoids, proteins) - eg: presence of specific
alkaloids confirms relationships.

+ ANALYTICAL:

Why cyanobacteria excluded from algae? Though photosynthetic and have chlorophyll a, they are
prokaryotic (no membrane-bound organelles), have peptidoglycan cell wall, fix nitrogen - placed in
Monera.

3JMECHANISM BREAKDOWN

Artificial Classification (Linnaeus) Stepwise:
Gross morphology observed — Few characters selected (leaf shape, flower structure) — Grouping done
— Error: Environment changes leaf size/shape — Wrong grouping (closely related species separated)

Natural Classification (Bentham & Hooker) Stepwise:
Multiple characters studied (external + internal) — Natural affinities identified — Groups formed based on
overall similarity — More stable classification

Phylogenetic Classification Stepwise:
Common ancestor hypothesized — Evolutionary relationships traced — Fossil evidence (if available) —
Molecular data added — Taxa grouped by descent

(4 CHAPTER INTERLINKING
» Chapter 2 (Biological Classification): Five kingdom system details
» Chapter 5 (Morphology): Vegetative characters - leaf shape, habit
» Chapter 6 (Anatomy): Internal features used in natural classification
» Chapter 8 (Cell): Chromosome structure for cytotaxonomy
» Chapter 9 (Biomolecules): Chemical constituents for chemotaxonomy

—_~ o~ o~ o~

5JEXAMINER TRAPS

£2 TRAP 1: "Cyanobacteria are algae" — FALSE. They are Monerans (prokaryotic), though called
blue-green algae historically.

£ TRAP 2: "Artificial systems are completely useless" — FALSE. They were starting points, Linnaeus
gave binomial system still used today.

£2 TRAP 3: "Phylogenetic systems ignore morphology" — FALSE. They use ALL data including
morphology, anatomy, molecular, fossil.

£2 TRAP 4: "Numerical Taxonomy gives equal weightage to all characters" — TRUE, but this can also be
a limitation - some characters are evolutionarily more significant.

£2 TRAP 5: "Bentham and Hooker gave phylogenetic system" — FALSE. They gave natural system
based on affinities, NOT evolutionary relationships.

(6JNEET APPLICATION SCOPE



MCQ FRAMING PATTERNS:

* Direct fact: "Which system was given by Linnaeus?" — Atrtificial system

» Assertion-Reason: "Artificial systems separated closely related species because they used few
characters" — Both true, Reason correct explanation

 Statement type: "Which is incorrect about Numerical Taxonomy?" — (trap: it doesn't require computers?
Actually now easily done by computers)

» Match the following: Column | (Taxonomy type) with Column Il (Basis)

7JPYQ TREND INSIGHT

2019: "Cyanobacteria are classified under?" — Monera

2020: "Which classification system uses chromosome structure?" — Cytotaxonomy

2021: "Bentham and Hooker gave which type of classification?" — Natural system

2022: "Numerical Taxonomy is based on?" — All observable characters with equal weightage
2023: "Artificial system problem?" — Separates closely related species

@ 2024 PREDICTION: Question on why fungi excluded from Plantae (cell wall composition difference -
chitin vs cellulose) or chemotaxonomy examples.

(8JRANK BOOSTER REVISION BOX

7-10 CRISP BULLETS:
» Cyanobacteria (Blue-green algae) — Now in Monera, NOT algae
» Artificial system (Linnaeus) — Based on few superficial characters, equal weight to vegetative+sexual
* Natural system (Bentham & Hooker) — Based on natural affinities, internal+external features
* Phylogenetic system — Based on evolutionary relationships, common ancestor
* Numerical Taxonomy — Computers, equal weight to all characters, numbers/codes assigned
* Cytotaxonomy — Chromosome number, structure, behaviour
» Chemotaxonomy — Chemical constituents (alkaloids, flavonoids)
* VVegetative characters are environment-sensitive - limitation of artificial systems
* Fossil evidence not always available - then other taxonomy methods help

@ CRISP EXAM LINE: "Classification evolved from artificial (Linnaeus) through natural (Bentham &
Hooker) to phylogenetic, now supported by numerical, cyto- and chemotaxonomy when fossils absent."

ORIGINAL TEXT (Passage 2 - Algae Introduction & Chlorophyceae)

3.1 ALGAE

Algae are chlorophyll-bearing, simple, thalloid, autotrophic and largely aquatic (both fresh water and
marine) organisms. They occur in a variety of other habitats: moist stones, soils and wood. Some of them
also occur in association with fungi (lichen) and animals (e.g., on sloth bear).



The form and size of algae is highly variable, ranging from colonial forms like Volvox and the filamentous
forms like Ulothrix and Spirogyra (Figure 3.1). A few of the marine forms such as kelps, form massive plant
bodies.

The algae reproduce by vegetative, asexual and sexual methods. Vegetative reproduction is by
fragmentation. Each fragment develops into a thallus. Asexual reproduction is by the production of
different types of spores, the most common being the zoospores. They are flagellated (motile) and on
germination gives rise to new plants. Sexual reproduction takes place through fusion of two gametes.
These gametes can be flagellated-and similar in size, (as)in Ulothrix) or non-flagellated (non-motile) but
similar in size (as in Spirogyra). Such reproduction is called isogamous. Fusion of two gametes dissimilar
in size, as in species of Eudorina is termed as anisogamous. Fusion between one large, non-motile (static)
female gamete and a smaller, motile male‘gamete is termed oogamous, e.g., Volvox, Fucus.

Algae are useful to man in a variety of ways. At least a half of the total carbon dioxide fixation on earth is
carried out by algae through photosynthesis. Being photosynthetic, they increase the level of dissolved
oxygen in their immediate environment. They are of paramount importance as primary producers of
energy-rich compounds which form the basis of the food cycles of all aquatic animals. Many species of
Porphyra, Laminaria and Sargassum are among the 70 species of marine ‘algae used'as food. Certain
marine brown and red algae produce large amounts of hydrocolloids (water holding substances), e.g.,
algin (brown algae) and carrageen (red algae) which are used commercially. Agar, one of the commercial
products obtained from Gelidium and Gracilaria are used to grow microbes and in preparations of
ice-creams and jellies. Chlorella, a unicellular alga rich in proteins, is used as food supplement even by
space travellers. The algae are divided into three main classes: Chlorophyceae, Phaeophyceae and
Rhodophyceae.

3.1.1 Chlorophyceae

The members of chlorophyceae are commonly called green algae. The plant body may be unicellular,
colonial or filamentous. They are usually grass green due to the dominance of pigments chlorophyll a and
b. The pigments are localised in definite chloroplasts. The chloroplasts may be discoid, plate-like,
reticulate, cup-shaped, spiral or ribbon-shaped in different species. Most of the members have one or
more storage bodies called pyrenoids located in the chloroplasts. Pyrenoids contain protein besides
starch. Some algae may store food in the form of oil droplets. Green algae usually have a rigid cell wall
made of an inner layer of cellulose and an outer layer of pectose.

Vegetative reproduction usually takes place by fragmentation. Asexual reproduction is by flagellated
zoospores produced in zoosporangia. The sexual reproduction shows considerable variation in the type
and formation of sex cells and it may be isogamous, anisogamous or oogamous. Some commonly found
green algae are: Chlamydomonas, Volvox, Ulothrix, Spirogyra and Chara (Figure 3.1a).

2) ULTRA-ADVANCED ANALYTICAL EXPANSION

(1JCORE CONCEPT EXTRACTION
* Algae: Chlorophyll-bearing, thalloid (body not differentiated into root-stem-leaf), autotrophic, aquatic



» Habitats: Freshwater, marine, moist stones, soil, wood, associations (lichen with fungi, on sloth bear)

* Reproduction: Vegetative (fragmentation), Asexual (zoospores), Sexual (isogamy, anisogamy, oogamy)

» Economic importance: CO2 fixation (50%), O2 production, primary producers, food, hydrocolloids (algin,
carrageen), agar, Chlorella as food supplement

* Three classes: Chlorophyceae (green), Phaeophyceae (brown), Rhodophyceae (red)

» Chlorophyceae: Grass green (chl a+b), chloroplast shapes variable, pyrenoids (starch+protein), cell wall
(cellulose inner + pectose outer)

(2JCONCEPT LAYERING

+ BASIC (Class 11 Level):
Algae = simplest plants, aquatic, phetosynthetic. Examples: Spirogyra (filamentous), Volvox (colonial),
Ulothrix, Chlamydomonas.

+ NCERT (Exam Level):

* Thallus: Body not differentiated into root, stem, leaf

* Pyrenoids: Protein+starch bodies in chloroplasts

« Cell wall: Inner cellulose, outer pectose (pectin-like)

» Zoospores: Flagellated motile asexual spores

* Isogamy: Gametes similar in size (Ulothrix flagellated both, Spirogyra non-flagellated both)
» Anisogamy: Gametes dissimilar in size (Eudorina)

» Oogamy: Large non-motile female + small motile male (Volvox, Fucus)

+ ADVANCED (Beyond NCERT):

» Hydrocolloids: Algin (brown algae) - used as stabilizer in ice creams, toothpaste; Carrageen (red algae) -
in food processing, cosmetics

» Agar: From Gelidium, Gracilaria - solidifying agent in microbiological media, prepared from agarose and
agaropectin

* Chlorella: 50% protein, used in space research (algae fuel), Spirulina (cyanobacterium) also used but not
alga

* Pyrenoids: Rubisco (enzyme) localized here, CO2 concentrating mechanism

* Chloroplast shapes: Cup-shaped (Chlamydomonas), spiral (Spirogyra), reticulate (Oedogonium), discoid
(Chara), ribbon-shaped (Ulothrix)

+ ANALYTICAL:
Why 50% CO2 fixation by algae? Oceans cover 71% Earth surface, phytoplankton abundant, high
turnover rate. Algae = major oxygen producers (at least 50% atmospheric O2 comes from algae).

3 MECHANISM BREAKDOWN
Reproduction Types in Algae:

Vegetative (Fragmentation) — Thallus breaks accidentally — Each fragment grows into new thallus —
Simple, rapid

Asexual (Zoospores) — Zoosporangia form — Zoospores (flagellated) released — Swim, settle, germinate
— New plant



Sexual Reproduction:

Isogamous — Gametes similar size (both motile Ulothrix / both non-motile Spirogyra) — Fusion — Zygote
Anisogamous — Gametes dissimilar size (both motile, smaller male, larger female) — Eudorina type
Oogamous — Non-motile large egg + motile small sperm — Volvox (colonial), Fucus (brown alga) — Most
advanced

(4 CHAPTER INTERLINKING

» Chapter 2 (Biological Classification): Whittaker's kingdom Protista included algae? Actually algae placed
in Plantae now

» Chapter 13 (Photosynthesis): Rubisco, COZ2 fixation

* Chapter 16 (Ecology): Primary produeers, food chains, dissolved oxygen

» Chapter 8 (Cell): Chloroplast structure, ‘pyrenoids

» Chapter 9 (Biomolecules): Starch, protein in pyrenoids

EXAMINER TRAPS
£ TRAP 1: "All algae are aquatic" — FALSE. They occur on moist stones, soil, wood, associations.
£2 TRAP 2: "Pyrenoids contain only starch" — FALSE. They contain protein besides starch.

£ TRAP 3: "lsogamy means gametes are always flagellated" — FALSE. Spirogyra isogamy but
non-flagellated gametes.

£1 TRAP 4: "Algin from red algae, carrageen from brown" — FALSE. Algin = brown algae, Carrageen =
red algae.

£2 TRAP 5: "Chlorella used by space travelers" — TRUE. High protein, oxygen producer in closed
systems.

£ TRAP 6: "Agar from all red algae" — FALSE. From Gelidium and Gracilaria specifically.
6)NEET APPLICATION SCOPE

MCQ FRAMING PATTERNS:

* Match reproduction type with example: Isogamous (Ulothrix, Spirogyra), Anisogamous (Eudorina),
Oogamous (Volvox, Fucus)

* Identify incorrect pair: Chloroplast shape - Spirogyra (cup-shaped?) — FALSE, it's spiral

» Economic importance: Agar source? Gelidium, Gracilaria

* Assertion-Reason: Algae are primary producers because they fix CO2 — Both true, Reason correct

7JPYQ TREND INSIGHT

2018: "Which alga is oogamous?" — Volvox

2019: "Pyrenoids contain?" — Protein + starch

2020: "Agar obtained from?" — Gelidium and Gracilaria

2021: "Isogamous non-flagellated example?" — Spirogyra
2022: "Hydrocolloid from brown algae?" — Algin

2023: "Chloroplast shape in Chlamydomonas?" — Cup-shaped



@ 2024 PREDICTION: Question on why Chlorella used in space research (protein-rich, O2 producer,

-

space-efficient) or differentiate zoospores from gametes.
(8 RANK BOOSTER REVISION BOX

7-10 CRISP BULLETS:
* Algae: Thalloid, autotrophic, chlorophyll-bearing, mainly aquatic
* 50% global CO2 fixation by algae - major oxygen producers
* Pyrenoids: Protein + starch bodies in chloroplasts
« Cell wall: Inner cellulose + outer pectose (green algae)
» Zoospores: Flagellated asexual spores
* Isogamy: Similar gametes (Ulothrix-motile, Spirogyra-nonmotile)
* Anisogamy: Dissimilar size (Eudorina)
» Oogamy: Large egg + small sperm (Volvox, Fucus)
* Algin: Brown algae hydrocolloid
+ Carrageen: Red algae hydrocolloid
* Agar: Gelidium, Gracilaria (red algae) - microbiological media
* Chlorella: Unicellular, protein-rich, space food
» Green algae chloroplast shapes: Cup (Chlamydomonas), Spiral (Spirogyra), Reticulate, Discoid, Ribbon

@ CRISP EXAM LINE: "Algae are thalloid autotrophs with three reproduction types - vegetative
(fragmentation), asexual (zoospores), sexual (isogamy/anisogamy/oogamy) - and immense ecological
(50% CO2 fixation) & economic (agar, algin, carrageen, food) importance."

ORIGINAL TEXT (Passage 3 - Phaeophyceae & Rhodophyceae with Table)

3.1.2 Phaeophyceae

The members of phaeophyceae or brown algae are found primarily in marine habitats. They show great
variation in size and form. They range from simple branched, filamentous forms (Ectocarpus) to profusely
branched forms as represented by kelps, which may reach a height of 100 metres. They possess
chlorophyll a, ¢, carotenoids and xanthophylls. They vary in colour from olive green to various shades of
brown depending upon the amount of the xanthophyll pigment, fucoxanthin present in them. Food is stored
as complex carbohydrates, which may be in the form of laminarin or mannitol. The vegetative cells have a
cellulosic wall usually covered on the outside by a gelatinous coating of algin. The protoplast contains, in
addition to plastids, a centrally located vacuole and nucleus. The plant body is usually attached to the
substratum by a holdfast, and has a stalk, the stipe and leaf like photosynthetic organ - the frond.
Vegetative reproduction takes place by fragmentation. Asexual reproduction in most brown algae is by
biflagellate zoospores that are pear-shaped and have two unequal laterally attached flagella.

Sexual reproduction may be isogamous, anisogamous or oogamous. Union of gametes may take place in
water or within the oogonium (oogamous species). The gametes are pyriform (pear-shaped) and bear two
laterally attached flagella. The common forms are Ectocarpus, Dictyota, Laminaria, Sargassum and Fucus
(Figure 3.1b).



3.1.3 Rhodophyceae

The members of rhodophyceae are commonly called red algae because of the predominance of the red
pigment, r-phycoerythrin in their body. Majority of the red algae are marine with greater concentrations
found in the warmer areas. They occur in both well-lighted regions close to the surface of water and also

at great depths in oceans where relatively little light penetrates.

The red thalli of most of the red algae are multicellular. Some of them have complex body organisation.
The food is stored as floridean starch which is very similar tojamylopectin and glycogen in structure.

The red algae usually reproduce vegetatively by fragmentation;; They reproduce asexually by non-motile
spores and sexually by non-motile \gametes.oSexual reproduction is oogamous and accompanied by
complex post fertilisation developments. The common members are: Polysiphonia, Porphyra (Figure 3.1c),

Gracilaria and Gelidium.

TABLE 3.1 Divisions of Algae and their Main Characteristics
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water

Fresh
water
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water, salt
water

Fresh
water
(some),
brackish
water, salt



sulphate water
esters (most)

2 ULTRA-ADVANCED ANALYTICAL EXPANSION

(1JJCORE CONCEPT EXTRACTION

» Phaeophyceae (Brown algae): Marine, |size variation (Ectocarpus simple to kelps 100m), pigments (chl
a,c, carotenoids, fucoxanthin), food (laminarin, mannitol), cell wall (cellulose + algin coating), structure
(holdfast, stipe, frond), reproduction- “(biflagellate zoospores with unequal lateral flagella, sexual
isogamous/anisogamous/oogamous)

* Rhodophyceae (Red algae): Marine (warmer areas), deep water, pigment r-phycoerythrin, food (floridean
starch similar to amylopectin/glycogen), reproduction (non-motile spores, non-motile gametes, oogamous,
complex post-fertilization), examples (Polysiphonia, Porphyra, Gracilaria, Gelidium)

* Table comparison: Three classes with pigment, food, cell wall, flagella, habitat differences

2JCONCEPT LAYERING

+ BASIC (Class 11 Level):
Brown algae = large seaweeds (kelps), red algae = deep water algae. Examples: Brown - Fucus,
Laminaria; Red - Polysiphonia, Porphyra.

+ NCERT (Exam Level):

* Fucoxanthin: Brown pigment (xanthophyll) - gives brown color

» Laminarin, Mannitol: Complex carbohydrates - storage products in brown algae

* Algin: Gelatinous coating on cell wall

* Holdfast: Attachment structure, Stipe: Stalk, Frond: Leaf-like photosynthesis organ

* Floridean starch: Red algae stored food - similar to glycogen (animal starch) and amylopectin

* r-phycoerythrin: Red pigment - allows photosynthesis in deep water (absorbs blue-green light that
penetrates deep)

* Non-motile spores and gametes in red algae - no flagellated stages

» Complex post-fertilization: In red algae, after fertilization, special connecting filaments develop

+ ADVANCED (Beyond NCERT):

* Flagellar insertion: Brown algae - two unequal flagella laterally attached (tinsel type with mastigonemes) -
unique

* Red algae depth adaptation: Phycoerythrin absorbs green/blue light (500-565nm) which penetrates
deepest in clear ocean water - allows photosynthesis at 200m depth

* Floridean starch: Stored in cytoplasm, not in chloroplasts (unlike green algae starch in chloroplasts)

» Polysiphonia life cycle: Triphasic (gametophyte, carposporophyte, tetrasporophyte) - complex
post-fertilization

* Alginates: Commercial extracts from brown algae - used in dental impressions, textile printing, thickeners
* Poly sulphate esters: In red algae cell wall - sulfated galactans (agar, carrageen are examples)



+ ANALYTICAL:
Why no flagellated stages in red algae? Evolutionary loss - adapted to deep water where flagellar
movement less useful; gametes transferred by water currents passively.

 3JMECHANISM BREAKDOWN

Brown Algae Structure:
Holdfast (root-like attachment) — Stipe (stem-like stalk) —/Frond (leaf-like blade) — All multicellular with
algin coating for flexibility against waves

Brown Algae Reproduction:

Asexual: Zoosporangia — Biflagellate zoospores: (pear-shaped, unequal lateral flagella) — Settle — New
plant

Sexual: Gametangia — Gametes (pyriform, lateral flagella) — Fusion (in water or oogonium) — Zygote

Red Algae Reproduction (Unique):

Asexual: Non-motile spores (monospores) released — Settle — New plant

Sexual: Non-motile sperm (spermatia) released — Carried by water to female structure (carpogonium) —
Fusion — Complex development (carposporophyte stage on gametophyte) — Carpospores —
Tetrasporophyte — Tetraspores — Cycle continues

(4CHAPTER INTERLINKING

» Chapter 13 (Photosynthesis): Light absorption by different pigments, phycoerythrin in deep water
* Chapter 8 (Cell): Cell wall composition (cellulose, algin, polysulphate esters)

» Chapter 9 (Biomolecules): Carbohydrate storage (laminarin, mannitol, floridean starch)

» Chapter 2 (Biological Classification): Why algae separate from other kingdoms

» Chapter 5 (Morphology): Holdfast, stipe, frond as analogous to root, stem, leaf

(5 EXAMINER TRAPS
£ TRAP 1: "Brown algae have chlorophyll a and b" — FALSE. Brown algae have chl a, ¢ (not b).

£2 TRAP 2: "Red algae store starch like green algae" — FALSE. Floridean starch different (similar to
glycogen), stored in cytoplasm.

£2 TRAP 3: "All algae have flagellated stages" — FALSE. Red algae completely lack flagella (spores and
gametes non-motile).

£2 TRAP 4: "Fucoxanthin is the only pigment in brown algae" — FALSE. They have chl a,c, carotenoids
also - fucoxanthin gives brown color.

£ TRAP 5: "Kelps are red algae" — FALSE. Kelps are brown algae (Laminaria, Macrocystis) - massive
forms.

£ TRAP 6: "Red algae found only in deep water" — FALSE. They occur in well-lighted regions too, but
also at great depths.



£2 TRAP 7: "Flagellar insertion same in all algae" — FALSE. Green: 2-8 equal apical; Brown: 2 unequal
lateral; Red: absent.

6JNEET APPLICATION SCOPE

MCQ FRAMING PATTERNS:

* Table-based: Match Class with Pigment/Food/Flagella

» Assertion-Reason: Red algae can grow in deep water because they have phycoerythrin — Both true,
Reason correct

* Identify odd one: Fucus (brown), Laminaria -(brown), Sargassum (brown), Polysiphonia (red) —
Polysiphonia

» Correct statement: Floridean starch resembles? Amylopectin and glycogen

* Flagellar number in brown algae? 2 unequal lateral

7JPYQ TREND INSIGHT

2018: "Which pigment helps red algae in deep water?" — Phycoerythrin

2019: "Food reserve in brown algae?" — Laminarin and mannitol

2020: "Which alga has biflagellate zoospores with unequal lateral flagella?" — Brown algae (general)
2021: "Floridean starch found in?" — Red algae

2022: "Match: Phaeophyceae - ?" — Fucoxanthin, laminarin, algin

2023: "Red algae reproduction feature?" — Non-motile gametes, complex post-fertilization

@ 2024 PREDICTION: Table-based question comparing all three classes - memorize pigment, food,

=

flagella differences. Assertion: Brown algae have algin coating because they need protection from waves.
8 RANK BOOSTER REVISION BOX

7-10 CRISP BULLETS:
* Brown algae (Phaeophyceae): Marine, chl a+c, fucoxanthin, laminarin+mannitol, cellulose+algin wall, 2
unequal lateral flagella
* Brown algae structure: Holdfast (attachment), Stipe (stalk), Frond (leaf-like)
» Brown algae examples: Ectocarpus (simple), Dictyota, Laminaria (kelp), Sargassum, Fucus
* Red algae (Rhodophyceae): Marine, r-phycoerythrin, floridean starch (like amylopectin/glycogen),
cellulose+pectin+poly sulphate esters wall, NO FLAGELLA
* Red algae depth adaptation: Phycoerythrin absorbs blue-green light (deep penetration)
* Red algae examples: Polysiphonia, Porphyra, Gracilaria, Gelidium
* Red algae reproduction: Non-motile spores + non-motile gametes, oogamous, complex post-fertilization
» Table comparison CRITICAL: Green (chl a,b, starch, cellulose, 2-8 apical flagella); Brown (chl a,c,
fucoxanthin, laminarin/mannitol, cellulose+algin, 2 unequal lateral); Red (chl a,d, phycoerythrin, floridean
starch, cellulose+pectin+poly sulphate, flagella absent)

@ CRISP EXAM LINE: "Brown algae (marine, fucoxanthin, laminarin, algin coating, lateral flagella) vs
Red algae (deep water, phycoerythrin, floridean starch, NO flagella, complex life cycle) - memorize table
3.1 completely."



ORIGINAL TEXT (Passage 4 - Bryophytes Introduction & Liverworts)

3.2 BRYOPHYTES

Bryophytes include the various mosses and liverworts that are found commonly growing in moist shaded
areas in the hills (Figure 3.2).

<center>Figure 3.2 Bryophytes: A liverwort 5y Marchantia‘’(a) ‘Female thallus (b) Male thallus Mosses - (c)
Funaria, gametophyte and sporophyte (d) Sphagnum gametophyte </center>

Bryophytes are also called amphibians of the plant kingdom because these plants can live in soil but are
dependent on water for sexual reproduction. They usually occur in damp, humid and shaded localities.
They play an important role in plant succession on bare rocks/soil.

The plant body of bryophytes is more differentiated than that of algae. It is thallus-like and prostrate or
erect, and attached to the substratum by unicellular or multicellular rhizoids. They lack true roots, stem or
leaves. They may possess root-like, leaf-like or stem-like structures. The main'plant'body of the bryophyte
is haploid. It produces gametes, hence is called a gametophyte. The sex organs in bryophytes are
multicellular. The male sex organ is called antheridium. They produce biflagellate antherozoids. The
female sex organ called archegonium is flask-shaped and produces a single egg. The antherozoids are
released into water where they come in contact with archegonium. An antherozoid fuses with the egg to
produce the zygote. Zygotes do not undergo reduction division immediately. They produce a multicellular
body called a sporophyte. The sporophyte is not free-living but attached to the photosynthetic
gametophyte and derives nourishment from it. Some cells of the sporophyte undergo reduction division
(meiosis) to produce haploid spores. These spores germinate to produce gametophyte.

Bryophytes in general are of little economic importance but some mosses provide food for herbaceous
mammals, birds and other animals. Species of Sphagnum, a moss, provide peat that have long been used
as fuel, and as packing material for trans-shipment of living material because of their capacity to hold
water. Mosses along with lichens are the first organisms to colonise rocks and hence, are of great
ecological importance. They decompose rocks making the substrate suitable for the growth of higher
plants. Since mosses form dense mats on the soil, they reduce the impact of falling rain and prevent soil
erosion. The bryophytes are divided into liverworts and mosses.

3.2.1 Liverworts

The liverworts grow usually in moist, shady habitats such as banks of streams, marshy ground, damp sail,
bark of trees and deep in the woods. The plant body of a liverwort is thalloid, e.g., Marchantia. The thallus
is dorsiventral and closely appressed to the substrate. The leafy members have tiny leaf-like appendages
in two rows on the stem-like structures.

Asexual reproduction in liverworts takes place by fragmentation of thalli, or by the formation of specialised
structures called gemmae (sing. gemma). Gemmae are green, multicellular, asexual buds, which develop
in small receptacles called gemma cups located on the thalli. The gemmae become detached from the
parent body and germinate to form new individuals. During sexual reproduction, male and female sex



organs are produced either on the same or on different thalli. The sporophyte is differentiated into a foot,
seta and capsule. After meiosis, spores are produced within the capsule. These spores germinate to form
free-living gametophytes.

2) ULTRA-ADVANCED ANALYTICAL EXPANSION

(1JCORE CONCEPT EXTRACTION

* Bryophytes: Mosses + liverworts, moist-shaded areas

* "Amphibians of plant kingdom": Live in soil but water negded for'sexual reproduction

« Plant body: Thallus-like, rhizoids' {unicellular/multicellular), no true roots/stem/leaves,
root-like/leaf-like/stem-like structures present

» Gametophyte: Main plant body, haploid, produces gametes

» Sex organs: Multicellular - Antheridium (male, produces biflagellate antherozoids), Archegonium (female,
flask-shaped, single egg)

* Fertilization: Water required, antherozoids swim to archegonium

» Sporophyte: Diploid, attached to gametophyte, dependent, produces haploid’spores by-meiosis

» Ecological importance: Colonize rocks (succession), peat (Sphagnum as fuel, packing), prevent soil
erosion

* Liverworts: Thalloid (Marchantia) or leafy, dorsiventral, gemmae for asexual reproduction (gemma cups),
sporophyte differentiated (foot, seta, capsule)

(2JCONCEPT LAYERING

+ BASIC (Class 11 Level):
Bryophytes = mosses (Funaria, Sphagnum) and liverworts (Marchantia). They need water for reproduction
- called amphibians. Main plant is gametophyte (haploid). Sporophyte depends on gametophyte.

+ NCERT (Exam Level):

* Rhizoids: Unicellular in liverworts, multicellular in mosses - for anchorage, not water absorption like roots
 Antheridium: Male sex organ - produces biflagellate antherozoids (sperm)

» Archegonium: Female sex organ - flask-shaped, venter (contains egg) + neck canal cells

» Sporophyte: Foot (attachment), Seta (stalk), Capsule (spore production)

» Gemmae: Asexual buds in gemma cups (liverworts) - green, multicellular, detached by rain splash

* Peat: Partially decomposed Sphagnum - used as fuel, packing material (water holding capacity)

» Ecological succession: Mosses + lichens = pioneer species on rocks - secrete acids to decompose rocks

+ ADVANCED (Beyond NCERT):

» Why "amphibians"? Life cycle partially independent of water (can live on land) but fertilization requires
water for sperm to swim - transitional between aquatic algae and fully terrestrial plants

» Haploid dominance: Unlike us (diploid dominant), bryophytes have haploid gametophyte as main
photosynthetic phase - sporophyte dependent

» Archegonium structure: Venter (egg), neck (neck canal cells), cover cells - at maturity neck canal cells
disintegrate, releasing chemicals attracting sperm

« Biflagellate antherozoids: Two whiplash flagella - move in water film



» Zygote: First cell of sporophyte generation - divides to form embryo within archegonium (protected)

» Sphagnum: Can hold 20-25 times its dry weight in water - used in horticulture, surgical dressings in WWI
» Peat bogs: Anaerobic, acidic conditions preserve organic matter - archaeological importance (bog
bodies)

+ ANALYTICAL:
Why sporophyte dependent? Evolutionary - bryophytes still developing sporophyte autonomy; in algae
sporophyte independent, in pteridophytes sporophyte dominant. Bryophytes intermediate.

 3JMECHANISM BREAKDOWN

Bryophyte Life Cycle:

Spore (haploid) — Germination — Protonema (filamentous stage in mosses) — Gametophyte
(leafy/thalloid) — Produces antheridia (sperm) and archegonia (egg) — Rain/water — Sperm swim to
archegonium — Fertilization — Zygote (diploid) — Embryo — Sporophyte (foot+seta+capsule) on
gametophyte — Meiosis in capsule — Spores released — Cycle repeats

Liverwort Asexual Reproduction:
Thallus with gemma cups — Gemmae (multicellular buds) form — Rain drops splash — Gemmae
dispersed — Settle on moist substrate — Germinate — New gametophyte

(4CHAPTER INTERLINKING

» Chapter 1 (Reproduction): Asexual (gemmae) and sexual reproduction

» Chapter 2 (Biological Classification): Position of bryophytes in plant kingdom

» Chapter 13 (Photosynthesis): Gametophyte photosynthetic, sporophyte non-photosynthetic
* Chapter 15 (Plant Growth): Succession on rocks

» Chapter 16 (Ecology): Soil erosion prevention, peat formation

5JEXAMINER TRAPS

£ TRAP 1: "Bryophytes have true roots, stems, leaves" — FALSE. They have root-like, stem-like,
leaf-like structures - no true vascular tissues.

£ TRAP 2: "Sporophyte is the main plant body" — FALSE. Gametophyte is main independent phase.

£2 TRAP 3: "All bryophytes have thalloid body" — FALSE. Liverworts can be thalloid (Marchantia) or leafy,
mosses have leafy stage.

£2 TRAP 4: "Antherozoids are non-motile" — FALSE. They are biflagellate and motile in water.
£2 TRAP 5: "Sphagnum is a liverwort" — FALSE. Sphagnum is a moss (peat moss).
£2 TRAP 6: "Gemmae are sexual reproductive structures" — FALSE. Gemmae are asexual buds.

£2 TRAP 7: "Bryophytes are economically very important” — FALSE. Generally little economic importance
except Sphagnum (peat) and ecological role.

(6JNEET APPLICATION SCOPE



MCQ FRAMING PATTERNS:

+ Assertion-Reason: Bryophytes called amphibians because they need water for fertilization — Both true,
Reason correct

* Identify function: Gemma cups in Marchantia? Asexual reproduction

» Match structure with function: Antheridium (produces sperm), Archegonium (produces egg)

* Correct sequence: Spore — Protonema — Gametophyte — Sporophyte

* Odd one: Marchantia (liverwort), Funaria (moss), Sphagnum (moss), Polysiphonia (red alga) —
Polysiphonia

PYQ TREND INSIGHT

2019: "Why bryophytes called amphibians?"—-Water required for fertilization

2020: "Main plant body of bryophytes?" — Gametophyte (haploid)

2021: "Gemmae found in?" — Liverworts (Marchantia)

2022: "Sphagnum used as packing material because?" — High water holding capacity
2023: "Archegonium produces?" — Single egg

@ 2024 PREDICTION: Diagram-based question on Marchantia thallus-showing:gemma-cups. Assertion:
Sporophyte in bryophytes is dependent on gametophyte because it derives nourishment from it.

8JRANK BOOSTER REVISION BOX

7-10 CRISP BULLETS:
* Bryophytes: Mosses + liverworts, moist habitats, "amphibians of plant kingdom" (soil living but water for
reproduction)
» Gametophyte: Main haploid plant body, photosynthetic
» Sex organs multicellular: Antheridium (biflagellate antherozoids), Archegonium (flask-shaped, one egg)
* Fertilization: Water required, sperm swim to egg
» Sporophyte: Diploid, attached to gametophyte, dependent, foot+seta+capsule, produces haploid spores
by meiosis
* Liverworts: Thalloid (Marchantia) or leafy, dorsiventral, unicellular rhizoids, gemmae (asexual buds in
gemma cups)
* Mosses: Protonema stage (juvenile flamentous) — Leafy gametophyte, multicellular rhizoids
» Sphagnum (moss): Peat formation, high water holding capacity, fuel, packing
* Ecological importance: Colonize rocks (succession), decompose rocks, prevent soil erosion
» Economic importance: Little, but Sphagnum peat, mosses as food for some animals

@ CRISP EXAM LINE: "Bryophytes are amphibians with haploid gametophyte dominant, multicellular sex
organs (antheridia, archegonia), water-dependent fertilization, and attached diploid sporophyte - liverworts
have gemmae for asexual reproduction, mosses have protonema stage."

ORIGINAL TEXT (Passage 5 - Mosses & Pteridophytes)

3.2.2 Mosses



The predominant stage of the life cycle of a moss is the gametophyte which consists of two stages. The
first stage is the protonema stage, which develops directly from a spore. It is a creeping, green, branched
and frequently filamentous stage. The second stage is the leafy stage, which develops from the secondary
protonema as a lateral bud. They consist of upright, slender axes bearing spirally arranged leaves. They
are attached to the soil through multicellular and branched rhizoids. This stage bears the sex organs.

Vegetative reproduction in mosses is by fragmentation and budding in the secondary protonema. In sexual
reproduction, the sex organs antheridia and archegonia are produced at the apex of the leafy shoots. After
fertilisation, the zygote develops into-a sporophyte, consisting of a foot, seta and capsule. The sporophyte
in mosses is more elaborate than that-in liverworts. The capsule contains spores. Spores are formed after
meiosis. The mosses have an elaborate mechanism of spore'dispersal. Common examples of mosses are
Funaria, Polytrichum and Sphagnum (Figure '3.2).

3.3 PTERIDOPHYTES

The Pteridophytes include horsetails and ferns. Pteridophytes are used for medicinal purposes and as
soil-binders. They are also frequently grown as ornamentals. Evolutionarily, they are the first terrestrial
plants to possess vascular tissues - xylem and phloem. You shall study,more  about these tissues in
Chapter 6. The pteridophytes are found in cool, damp, shady places though some may flourish well in
sandy-soil conditions.

You may recall that in bryophytes the dominant phase in the life cycle is the gametophytic plant body.
However, in pteridophytes, the main plant body is a sporophyte which is differentiated into true root, stem
and leaves (Figure 3.3). These organs possess well-differentiated vascular tissues. The leaves in
pteridophyta are small (microphylls) as in Selaginella or large (macrophylls) as in ferns. The sporophytes
bear sporangia that are subtended by leaf-like appendages called sporophylls. In some cases sporophylls
may form distinct compact structures called strobili or cones (Selaginella, Equisetum). The sporangia
produce spores by meiosis in spore mother cells. The spores germinate to give rise to inconspicuous,
small but multicellular, free-living, mostly photosynthetic thalloid gametophytes called prothallus. These
gametophytes require cool, damp, shady places to grow. Because of this specific restricted requirement
and the need for water for fertilisation, the spread of living pteridophytes is limited and restricted to narrow
geographical regions. The gametophytes bear male and female sex organs called antheridia and
archegonia, respectively. Water is required for transfer of anthozooids - the male gametes released from
the antheridia, to the mouth of archegonium. Fusion of male gamete with the egg present in the
archegonium result in the formation of zygote. Zygote thereafter produces a multicellular well-differentiated
sporophyte which is the dominant phase of the pteridophytes. In majority of the pteridophytes all the
spores are of similar kinds; such plants are called homosporous. Genera like Selaginella and Salvinia
which produce two kinds of spores, macro (large) and micro (small) spores, are known as heterosporous.
The megaspores and microspores germinate and give rise to female and male gametophytes,
respectively. The female gametophytes in these plants are retained on the parent sporophytes for variable
periods. The development of the zygotes into young embryos take place within the female gametophytes.
This event is a precursor to the seed habit considered an important step in evolution.

The pteridophytes are further classified into four classes: Psilopsida (Psilotum); Lycopsida (Selaginella,
Lycopodium), Sphenopsida (Equisetum) and Pteropsida (Dryopteris, Pteris, Adiantum).



<) ULTRA-ADVANCED ANALYTICAL EXPANSION

(1JJCORE CONCEPT EXTRACTION

* Mosses: Two-stage gametophyte - Protonema (filamentous, from spore) — Leafy stage (bears sex
organs)

* Moss reproduction: Vegetative (fragmentation,- budding), Sexual (antheridia+archegonia at apex),
Sporophyte (foot+seta+capsule, more-elaborate than liverworts), spore dispersal mechanism

* Pteridophytes: Horsetails + ferns, firstvascular plants (xylem+phloem), cool damp shady places

» Sporophyte dominant: True root, stem, leaves, vasculartissues

* Leaves: Microphylls (Selaginella) or Maerophylls (ferns)

» Sporophylls: Leaf-like structures bearing sporangia, form strobili/cones in some

* Prothallus: Free-living photosynthetic gametophyte, small, requires damp shade

» Water required for fertilization: Antherozoids swim to archegonia

* Homosporous: One type spore (most pteridophytes)

» Heterosporous: Two spore types - microspores (male gametophyte) and megaspores (female
gametophyte) - Selaginella, Salvinia

* Precursor to seed habit: Female gametophyte retained on sporophyte, embryo development within

* Four classes: Psilopsida, Lycopsida, Sphenopsida, Pteropsida

(2JCONCEPT LAYERING

+ BASIC (Class 11 Level):
Mosses have protonema (like filamentous algae) then leafy stage. Ferns are common pteridophytes - have
vascular tissues, main plant is sporophyte (what we see), small heart-shaped prothallus is gametophyte.

+ NCERT (Exam Level):

* Protonema: Juvenile stage in mosses, creeping, green, filamentous, develops from spore - resembles
algae (evolutionary link)

* Leafy stage: From secondary protonema bud, bears sex organs at apex

» Sporophyte more elaborate in mosses: Longer seta, complex capsule with peristome teeth for spore
dispersal

* Pteridophytes: First vascular plants - xylem (water) and phloem (food) - true roots, stems, leaves

* Microphylls: Small leaves, single unbranched vein (Selaginella)

» Macrophylls: Large leaves, branched veins (ferns)

» Sporophylls: Leaves that bear sporangia

» Strobili/Cones: Compact structures of sporophylls (Selaginella, Equisetum)

* Prothallus: Small, photosynthetic, heart-shaped, bears antheridia and archegonia on same thallus
(monoecious)

* Homosporous vs Heterosporous: One type spore vs two types

*» Heterospory significance: Leads to seed habit - female gametophyte retained, embryo protected

+ ADVANCED (Beyond NCERT):
» Peristome teeth: In moss capsule, hygroscopic movements - respond to humidity changes, open when
dry to release spores



* Selaginella heterospory: Has ligule (small structure on leaf) associated with sporangia

* Prothallus nutrition: Photosynthetic in most ferns, but some subterranean mycorrhizal

» Antherozoids in pteridophytes: Multiciliated (many flagella), not biflagellate like bryophytes

» Seed habit precursors: Heterospory (two spore types), retention of megaspore (female gametophyte) on
parent, development of embryo within - gymnosperms complete this with ovule

* Four classes: Psilopsida (Psilotum - whisk ferns, no roots), Lycopsida (club mosses - Selaginella,
Lycopodium), Sphenopsida (horsetails - Equisetum, jointed, stem, silica), Pteropsida (ferns - Dryopteris,
Pteris, Adiantum)

+ ANALYTICAL:
Why pteridophytes restricted to narrow regions? Gametophyte (prothallus) requires cool, damp shade;
fertilization needs water; sporophyte can'tolerate drier but gametophyte vulnerable - double dependence.

 3JMECHANISM BREAKDOWN

Moss Life Cycle:

Spore — Protonema (filamentous) — Bud — Leafy gametophyte — Antheridia (sperm) + Archegonia
(egg) at apex — Water film — Sperm swim to archegonium — Fertilization,=»/Zygote;— Sporophyte
(foot+seta+capsule) on gametophyte — Meiosis in capsule — Peristome teeth open in dry — Spores
released

Fern Life Cycle (Homosporous):

Sporophyte (dominant) — Sporangia on sporophylls — Meiosis in spore mother cells — Spores released
— Germinate — Prothallus (heart-shaped gametophyte) — Antheridia (sperm) and Archegonia (egg) on
prothallus — Water required — Sperm swim to archegonium — Fertilization — Zygote — Embryo on
prothallus — Young sporophyte — Independent sporophyte

Heterosporous Pteridophytes (Selaginella):

Sporophyte — Microsporangia (microspores) + Megasporangia (megaspores) — Microspores form male
gametophyte (reduced), Megaspores form female gametophyte (retained) — Fertilization — Embryo within
female gametophyte — Seed habit precursor

(4CHAPTER INTERLINKING

» Chapter 6 (Anatomy): Vascular tissues (xylem, phloem) in pteridophytes
» Chapter 2 (Biological Classification): Plant kingdom hierarchy

» Chapter 1 (Reproduction): Spore formation, heterospory

» Chapter 7 (Morphology): Microphylls, macrophylls

» Chapter 13 (Evolution): Seed habit evolution

5JEXAMINER TRAPS

£2 TRAP 1: "Moss protonema is diploid" — FALSE. Protonema is haploid (from spore, gametophyte
stage).

£2 TRAP 2: "All pteridophytes are homosporous" — FALSE. Selaginella, Salvinia are heterosporous.



£2 TRAP 3: "Prothallus is the main plant body in ferns" — FALSE. Sporophyte is main, prothallus is small
gametophyte.

£2 TRAP 4: "Pteridophytes have no vascular tissues" — FALSE. They are FIRST plants with vascular
tissues.

£ TRAP 5: "Strobili found only in gymnosperms" — FALSE. Pteridophytes like Selaginella, Equisetum
also have strobili.

£ TRAP 6: "Microphylls have branched venhation" S/ FALSE! Microphylls have single unbranched vein.
£ TRAP 7: "Equisetum is a fern" — FALSE.|Equisetum is horsetail (Sphenopsida), not a fern.

£2 TRAP 8: "Seed habit originated in pteridophytes" — PARTLY TRUE. Precursors (heterospory,
retention) in pteridophytes, fully developed in gymnosperms.

6)NEET APPLICATION SCOPE

MCQ FRAMING PATTERNS:

* Correct sequence: Moss life cycle - Spore — Protonema — Leafy stage — Sporophyte

* |dentify: Prothallus in ferns is? Gametophyte

» Assertion-Reason: Pteridophytes restricted to narrow regions because gametophyte requires damp
conditions — Both true, Reason correct

» Match class with example: Psilopsida (Psilotum), Lycopsida (Selaginella), Sphenopsida (Equisetum),
Pteropsida (Dryopteris)

» Heterosporous examples: Selaginella, Salvinia

7JPYQ TREND INSIGHT

2018: "Protonema stage in mosses develops from?" — Spore
2019: "First vascular plants?" — Pteridophytes

2020: "Heterosporous pteridophyte?" — Selaginella

2021: "Fern gametophyte called?" — Prothallus

2022: "Which pteridophyte class has Equisetum?" — Sphenopsida
2023: "Microphylls found in?" — Selaginella

@ 2024 PREDICTION: Diagram-based question on moss life cycle showing protonema and leafy stage.
Assertion: Heterospory is precursor to seed habit because female gametophyte retained.

8JRANK BOOSTER REVISION BOX

7-10 CRISP BULLETS:
* Moss gametophyte: Protonema (filamentous, from spore) — Leafy stage (bears sex organs)
» Moss sporophyte: Foot+seta+capsule, more elaborate than liverworts, peristome for spore dispersal
* Moss examples: Funaria, Polytrichum, Sphagnum
» Pteridophytes: First vascular plants (xylem+phloem), sporophyte dominant, true root/stem/leaf
* Leaves: Microphylls (Selaginella - single vein) vs Macrophylls (ferns - branched veins)
» Sporophylls: Leaf-like with sporangia, form strobili/cones in some (Selaginella, Equisetum)



* Prothallus: Free-living, photosynthetic, small gametophyte in ferns, bears antheridia+archegonia

» Water required for fertilization in pteridophytes

* Homosporous: One spore type (most pteridophytes)

» Heterosporous: Two spore types - microspores (male) + megaspores (female) - Selaginella, Salvinia

» Heterospory significance: Female gametophyte retained, embryo develops within — precursor to seed
habit

* Four classes: Psilopsida (Psilotum), Lycopsida (Selaginella, Lycopodium), Sphenopsida (Equisetum),
Pteropsida (ferns)

@ CRISP EXAM LINE: "Pteridophytes are first vascular plants with sporophyte dominant, but still need
water for fertilization; heterosporous- genera (Selaginella, ‘Salvinia) show seed habit precursors with
retained female gametophyte and embryo‘development.”

ORIGINAL TEXT (Passage 6 - Gymnosperms)

3.4 GYMNOSPERMS

The gymnosperms (gymnos: naked, sperma: seeds) are plants in which the ovules are not enclosed by
any ovary wall and remain exposed, both before and after fertilisation. The seeds that develop
post-fertilisation, are not covered, i.e., are naked. Gymnosperms include medium-sized trees or tall trees
and shrubs (Figure 3.4). One of the gymnosperms, the giant redwood tree Sequoia is one of the tallest
tree species. The roots are generally tap roots. Roots in some genera have fungal association in the form
of mycorrhiza (Pinus), while in some others (Cycas) small specialised roots called coralloid roots are
associated with N2-fixing cyanobacteria. The stems are unbranched (Cycas) or branched (Pinus, Cedrus).
The leaves may be simple or compound. In Cycas the pinnate leaves persist for a few years. The leaves in
gymnosperms are well-adapted to withstand extremes of temperature, humidity and wind. In conifers, the
needle-like leaves reduce the surface area. Their thick cuticle and sunken stomata also help to reduce
water loss.

The gymnosperms are heterosporous; they produce haploid microspores and megaspores. The two kinds
of spores are produced within sporangia that are borne on sporophylls which are arranged spirally along
an axis to form lax or compact strobili or cones. The strobili bearing microsporophylls and microsporangia
are called microsporangiate or male strobili. The microspores develop into a male gametophytic
generation which is highly reduced and is confined to only a limited number of cells. This reduced
gametophyte is called a pollen grain. The development of pollen grains take place within the
microsporangia. The cones bearing megasporophylls with ovules or megasporangia are called
macrosporangiate or female strobili. The male or female cones or strobili may be borne on the same tree
(Pinus). However, in cycas male cones and megasporophylls are borne on different trees. The megaspore
mother cell is differentiated from one of the cells of the nucellus. The nucellus is protected by envelopes
and the composite structure is called an ovule. The ovules are borne on megasporophylls which may be
clustered to form the female cones. The megaspore mother cell divides meiotically to form four
megaspores. One of the megaspores enclosed within the megasporangium develops into a multicellular
female gametophyte that bears two or more archegonia or female sex organs. The multicellular female
gametophyte is also retained within megasporangium.



Unlike bryophytes and pteridophytes, in gymnosperms, the male and the female gametophytes do not
have an independent free-living existence. They remain within the sporangia retained on the sporophytes.
The pollen grain is released from the microsporangium. They are carried in air currents and come in
contact with the opening of the ovules borne on megasporophylls. The pollen tube carrying the male
gametes grows towards archegonia in the ovules and discharge their contents near the mouth of the
archegonia. Following fertilisation, zygote develops into an embryo and the ovules into seeds. These
seeds are not covered.

2) ULTRA-ADVANCED ANALYTICAL EXPANSION

1JJCORE CONCEPT EXTRACTION

» Gymnosperms: "Naked seeded plants" - ovules exposed (no ovary wall), seeds naked

* Habit: Trees/shrubs, Sequoia (tallest tree)

* Roots: Tap roots, mycorrhiza (Pinus - fungal association), coralloid roots (Cycas - N2-fixing
cyanobacteria)

» Stems: Unbranched (Cycas) or branched (Pinus, Cedrus)

» Leaves: Simple/compound, needle-like in conifers (reduce surface area), thick cuticle, sunken stomata
(xerophytic adaptations)

*» Heterosporous: Microspores (male) and Megaspores (female)

» Strobili/Cones: Male (microsporangiate) and Female (macrosporangiate)

» Male gametophyte: Highly reduced = pollen grain (develops in microsporangium)

* Female gametophyte: Multicellular, within megasporangium, bears archegonia

* Pollination: Wind (air currents), pollen tube carries male gametes to archegonia

* Fertilization: Followed by embryo development, ovule — seed (naked)

» Gametophytes: Not free-living (unlike bryophytes/pteridophytes), retained on sporophyte

2JCONCEPT LAYERING

+ BASIC (Class 11 Level):
Gymnosperms = naked seed plants (Pinus, Cycas, Cedrus). No fruits - seeds exposed on cones. Adapted
to dry conditions (needle leaves, thick cuticle). Sequoia is tallest tree.

+ NCERT (Exam Level):
* Gymnos: Naked, Sperma: Seed - ovule not enclosed in ovary
» Coralloid roots: Cycas roots with cyanobacteria (N2-fixation) - coral-like appearance
» Mycorrhiza: Pinus roots with fungal association - helps in nutrient absorption
» Xerophytic adaptations: Needle leaves (less surface area), thick cuticle, sunken stomata (reduce
transpiration)
*» Heterospory: Microspores (male) + Megaspores (female)
* Male cone: Microsporophylls with microsporangia — microspores — pollen grains
» Female cone: Megasporophylls with ovules (megasporangia + nucellus + integuments)
* Pollen grain: Highly reduced male gametophyte (2-3 cells at maturity)
» Female gametophyte: Develops from megaspore, multicellular, bears archegonia, retained in ovule
 Pollen tube: Carries male gametes (non-flagellate) to archegonia - eliminates water requirement for



fertilization
* Cycas: Dioecious (male and female on different plants) - male cones + female megasporophylls separate
* Pinus: Monoecious (male and female cones on same tree)

+ ADVANCED (Beyond NCERT):

» Coralloid roots: Negatively geotropic, contain Anabaena (cyanobacteria) in cortical region - fix
atmospheric N2

» Mycorrhiza: Ectomycorrhizal (Pinus) - fungus (Boletus) forms mantle around roots, helps in P uptake

* Pollen grain structure: In Pinus - two-air pladders (wings)for wind dispersal

» Archegonia: In female gametophyte, 2-5/in number, each with large egg

* Pollen tube: Siphonogamy - pollen tube carries male cells (non-motile sperm) - gymnosperms (except
Cycas and Ginkgo have multiflagellate sperm)

* Cycas sperm: Largest in plant kingdom (multiflagellate, ~300 flagella) - primitive feature retained

* Nucellus: Sporogenous tissue, equivalent to megasporangium, protected by integuments (one or two
layers) - together form ovule

» Sequoia sempervirens: Coastal redwood, over 100m tall, some individuals 2000+ years old

+ ANALYTICAL:

Why gymnosperms successful in dry/cold regions? Needle leaves reduce surface area — less
transpiration; thick cuticle prevents water loss; sunken stomata trap moist air; mycorrhiza helps in
nutrient-poor soils; wind pollination eliminates water dependence (unlike bryophytes/pteridophytes).

 3JMECHANISM BREAKDOWN

Gymnosperm Life Cycle (Pinus example):

Sporophyte tree (2n) — Male cones (microsporangia) produce microspores by meiosis — Microspores
develop into pollen grains (male gametophyte) within microsporangium — Pollen released, wind carried —
Female cones (ovules) have megaspore mother cell (2n) — Meiosis — 4 megaspores (1 functional, 3
degenerate) — Functional megaspore develops into multicellular female gametophyte (n) with archegonia
— Pollen reaches ovule through micropyle — Pollen tube grows through nucellus — Pollen tube
discharges male gametes near archegonia — Fertilization (sperm + egg) — Zygote (2n) — Embryo
develops — Ovule becomes seed (nhaked) — Seed germinates — New sporophyte

(4CHAPTER INTERLINKING

» Chapter 2 (Biological Classification): Position of gymnosperms

» Chapter 6 (Anatomy): Xerophytic adaptations (cuticle, stomata)

» Chapter 7 (Morphology): Root types (coralloid, mycorrhiza), leaf types
» Chapter 8 (Cell): N2-fixing cyanobacteria in Cycas roots

» Chapter 13 (Evolution): Seed habit, heterospory advancement

» Chapter 1 (Reproduction): Pollination, fertilization

5JEXAMINER TRAPS

£2 TRAP 1: "All gymnosperms have needle-like leaves" — FALSE. Cycas has pinnate compound leaves,
not needle-like.



£2 TRAP 2: "Gymnosperms are all dioecious" — FALSE. Pinus is monoecious (male and female cones on
same tree).

£2 TRAP 3: "Gymnosperms have no vascular tissues" — FALSE. They have well-developed vascular
tissues (xylem with tracheids, no vessels except in Gnetales; phloem with sieve cells, no companion cells).

£2 TRAP 4: "Coralloid roots fix nitrogen themselves" — FALSE. Cyanobacteria (Anabaena) in coralloid
roots fix nitrogen, not the plant.

£2 TRAP 5: "Pollen grains in gymnosperms ‘are. multicelldlar gametophytes" — TRUE. They are highly
reduced male gametophytes (2-3 cells).

£ TRAP 6: "Gymnosperms require “water for fertilization" — FALSE. Pollen tube eliminates water
requirement (except Cycas, Ginkgo have flagellate sperm needing water? Actually pollen tube still present,
sperm swim in pollen tube fluid - not free water).

£ TRAP 7: "All gymnosperms have archegonia" — FALSE. Most have, but some like Gnetum lack
archegonia.

£ TRAP 8: "Sequoia is the tallest tree" — TRUE. Sequoia sempervirens (redwood) is tallest
gymnosperm.

(6JNEET APPLICATION SCOPE

MCQ FRAMING PATTERNS:

+ Assertion-Reason: Gymnosperms called naked seeded because ovules are not enclosed in ovary —
Both true, Reason correct

« Identify adaptation: Needle leaves, thick cuticle, sunken stomata - reduce transpiration

» Match: Cycas (coralloid roots with cyanobacteria), Pinus (mycorrhiza)

* Correct statement: Pollen grains in gymnosperms develop from microspores

» Which is dioecious? Cycas (male and female on different plants)

* Pollen tube function? Carries male gametes to archegonia

7JPYQ TREND INSIGHT

2018: "Coralloid roots in Cycas associated with?" — N2-fixing cyanobacteria
2019: "Pollen grains in gymnosperms represent?" — Male gametophyte

2020: "Which gymnosperm has mycorrhiza?" — Pinus

2021: "Seeds are naked in?" — Gymnosperms

2022: "Needle-like leaves adaptation?" — Reduce surface area, reduce water loss
2023: "In Pinus, male and female cones are on?" — Same tree (monoecious)

@ 2024 PREDICTION: Diagram-based question on Cycas coralloid roots or Pinus male/female cones.
Assertion: Gymnosperms do not require water for fertilization because pollen tube carries male gametes.

8IRANK BOOSTER REVISION BOX



7-10 CRISP BULLETS:
» Gymnosperms: Naked seeded (ovules exposed, no ovary wall, seeds naked)
* Roots: Tap root - Coralloid (Cycas + cyanobacteria N2-fixation), Mycorrhiza (Pinus + fungus)
» Stems: Unbranched (Cycas) or branched (Pinus, Cedrus)
» Leaves: Needle-like in conifers (reduce SA), thick cuticle, sunken stomata - xerophytic adaptations;
Cycas pinnate compound
» Heterosporous: Microspores (male) + Megaspores (female)
* Male cones: Microsporophylls + microsporangia — microspores — pollen grains (reduced male
gametophyte)
» Female cones: Megasporophylls +ovules (nucellus + integuments) — megaspore mother cell — meiosis
— megaspore — female gametophyte’ (with archegonia)
* Pollination: Wind, pollen tube carries male gametes to archegonia - NO WATER NEEDED for fertilization
» Gametophytes: Not free-living, retained on sporophyte
* Monoecious: Pinus (both cones same tree); Dioecious: Cycas (separate trees)
» Examples: Cycas, Pinus, Cedrus, Sequoia (tallest tree), Ginkgo

@ CRISP EXAM LINE: "Gymnosperms are heterosporous naked-seeded plants with coralloid
(Cycas+N2-fixing cyanobacteria) or mycorrhizal (Pinus) roots, xerophytic leaves, wind pollination, pollen
tube eliminating water requirement, and gametophytes completely dependent on sporophyte."

ORIGINAL TEXT (Passage 7 - Angiosperms & Summary)

3.5 ANGIOSPERMS

Unlike the gymnosperms where the ovules are naked, in the angiosperms or flowering plants, the pollen
grains and ovules are developed in specialised structures called flowers. In angiosperms, the seeds are
enclosed in fruits. The angiosperms are an exceptionally large group of plants occurring in wide range of
habitats. They range in size from the smallest Wolffia to tall trees of Eucalyptus (over 100 metres). They
provide us with food, fodder, fuel, medicines and several other commercially important products. They are
divided into two classes: the dicotyledons and the monocotyledons (Figure 3.5).

<center>Figure 3.5 Angiosperms : (a) A dicotyledon (b) A monocotyledon </center>

SUMMARY

Plant kingdom includes algae, bryophytes, pteridophytes, gymnosperms and angiosperms. Algae are
chlorophyll-bearing simple, thalloid, autotrophic and largely aquatic organisms. Depending on the type of
pigment possessed and the type of stored food, algae are classified into three classes, namely
Chlorophyceae, Phaeophyceae and Rhodophyceae. Algae usually reproduce vegetatively by
fragmentation, asexually by formation of different types of spores and sexually by formation of gametes
which may show isogamy, anisogamy or oogamy.

Bryophytes are plants which can live in soil but are dependent on water for sexual reproduction. Their
plant body is more differentiated than that of algae. It is thallus-like and prostrate or erect and attached to



the substratum by rhizoids. They possess root-like, leaf-like and stem-like structures. The bryophytes are
divided into liverworts and mosses. The plant body of liverworts is thalloid and dorsiventral whereas
mosses have upright, slender axes bearing spirally arranged leaves. The main plant body of a bryophyte is
gamete-producing and is called a gametophyte. It bears the male sex organs called antheridia and female
sex organs called archegonia. The male and female gametes produced fuse to form zygote which
produces a multicellular body called a sporophyte. It produces haploid spores. The spores germinate to
form gametophytes.

In pteridophytes the main plant is-a-sporophyte which is) differentiated into true root, stem and leaves.
These organs possess well-differentiated vascular tissues. The sporophytes bear sporangia which
produce spores. The spores germinate to form gametophytes which require cool, damp places to grow.
The gametophytes bear male and female-sex organs called antheridia and archegonia, respectively. Water
is required for transfer of male gametes to archegonium where zygote is formed after fertilisation. The
zygote produces a sporophyte.

The gymnosperms are the plants in which ovules are not enclosed by any ovary wall. After fertilisation the
seeds remain exposed and therefore these plants are called naked-seeded plants. The gymnosperms
produce microspores and megaspores which are produced in microsporangia-and -megasporangia borne
on the sporophylls. The sporophylls - microsporophylls and megasporophylls - are arranged spirally on
axis to form male and female cones, respectively. The pollen grain germinates and pollen tube releases
the male gamete into the ovule, where it fuses with the egg cell in archegonia. Following fertilisation, the
zygote develops into embryo and the ovules into seeds.

The angiosperms are divided into two classes - the dicotyledons and the monocotyledons.

<) ULTRA-ADVANCED ANALYTICAL EXPANSION

(1JJCORE CONCEPT EXTRACTION

» Angiosperms: Flowering plants, ovules in flowers, seeds enclosed in fruits
* Size range: Wolffia (smallest) to Eucalyptus (>100m)

» Economic importance: Food, fodder, fuel, medicines

» Two classes: Dicotyledons and Monocotyledons

» Summary points: Entire plant kingdom classification recap

(2JCONCEPT LAYERING

+ BASIC (Class 11 Level):
Angiosperms = flowering plants with seeds inside fruits. Examples: Mango (dicot), Maize (monocot).
Wolffia is smallest flowering plant.

+ NCERT (Exam Level):

* Flowers: Specialized reproductive structures with ovules enclosed in ovary

* Fruits: Develop from ovary after fertilization, protect seeds

* Dicotyledons: Two cotyledons, reticulate venation, tap root, tetramerous/pentamerous flowers
* Monocotyledons: One cotyledon, parallel venation, fibrous roots, trimerous flowers



» Wolffia: Duckweed family, ~0.1-0.2 mm, floating aquatic
* Eucalyptus: Tall tree, over 100m, native to Australia

+ ADVANCED (Beyond NCERT):

» Wolffia globosa: Smallest angiosperm, reduced body (no leaves, just tiny frond), rapid vegetative
reproduction

* Eucalyptus regnans: One of tallest flowering plants, can reach 100m+

» Angiosperm dominance: Over 300,000 species, 80% of all green plants

» Double fertilization: Unique to angiosperms (not,in-syllabus here but Chapter 2) - one sperm fertilizes
egg, other forms endosperm

+ ANALYTICAL:

Why angiosperms most successful? Flowers attract pollinators (insects/birds) — efficient cross-pollination;
fruits protect seeds and aid dispersal; vascular tissues with vessels (most) more efficient than tracheids;
double fertilization gives nutritive endosperm.

 3JMECHANISM BREAKDOWN

Angiosperm Life Cycle (Basic):

Flower (reproductive structure) — Stamens (male - anther with pollen) + Pistil (female - ovary with ovules)
— Pollination (transfer pollen to stigma) — Pollen tube grows through style — Fertilization (sperm + egg)
— Zygote — Embryo in seed — Ovary develops into fruit — Seed dispersal — Germination — New plant

(4)CHAPTER INTERLINKING

» Chapter 2 (Biological Classification): Five kingdom system

» Chapter 5 (Morphology): Dicot vs Monocot differences

» Chapter 1 (Reproduction): Flower structure, pollination, fertilization
» Chapter 13 (Evolution): Angiosperms most advanced

(5)JEXAMINER TRAPS
£2 TRAP 1: "All angiosperms have flowers" — TRUE. Definition - flowering plants.
£ TRAP 2: "Wolffia is an alga" — FALSE. Wolffia is smallest angiosperm (flowering plant), not alga.
£2 TRAP 3: "All angiosperms have seeds in fruits" — TRUE. That's the definition.
£2 TRAP 4: "Eucalyptus is a gymnosperm" — FALSE. Eucalyptus is angiosperm (dicot).

£ TRAP 5: "Angiosperms divided into monocots and dicots" — TRUE. Though recent molecular data
shows dicots paraphyletic, NCERT follows this.

(6JNEET APPLICATION SCOPE

MCQ FRAMING PATTERNS:
* Identify smallest angiosperm: Wolffia
» Which is not a gymnosperm? Eucalyptus (angiosperm)



* Dicot characteristic: Reticulate venation, tap root, two cotyledons
* Monocot characteristic: Parallel venation, fibrous root, one cotyledon

7JPYQ TREND INSIGHT

2019: "Smallest angiosperm?" — Wolffia

2020: "Seeds enclosed in fruits in?" — Angiosperms

2021: "Eucalyptus belongs to?" — Angiosperms (dicot)

2022: "Which class has parallel venation?" — Monocotyledons
2023: "Flowering plants are called?" — Angiosperms

@ 2024 PREDICTION: Compare gymnosperm-and angiosperm seed characteristics.
8JRANK BOOSTER REVISION BOX

7-10 CRISP BULLETS:
» Angiosperms: Flowering plants, ovules in flowers, seeds in fruits
+ Size range: Wolffia (smallest, 0.1mm) to Eucalyptus (>100m tall)
» Economic: Food, fodder, fuel, medicines - major human reliance
» Two classes: Dicotyledons (2 cotyledons, reticulate venation, tap root) and Monocotyledons (1 cotyledon,
parallel venation, fibrous root)
* Distinct from gymnosperms: Ovary wall present, seeds enclosed, flowers present
* Most advanced and dominant plant group
* SUMMARY ALERT: The summary covers entire chapter - memorize all points for revision

@ CRISP EXAM LINE: "Angiosperms (flowering plants) have seeds enclosed in fruits, divided into dicots
(reticulate venation, tap root) and monocots (parallel venation, fibrous root), range from Wolffia (smallest)
to Eucalyptus (tallest), and are economically most important plant group.”

ORIGINAL TEXT (Passage 8 - Exercises)

EXERCISES

1. What is the basis of classification of algae?

2. When and where does reduction division take place in the life cycle of a liverwort, a moss, a fern, a
gymnosperm and an angiosperm?

3. Name three groups of plants that bear archegonia. Briefly describe the life cycle of any one of
them.

4. Mention the ploidy of the following: protonemal cell of a moss; primary endosperm nucleus in dicot,
leaf cell of a moss; prothallus cell of a fern; gemma cell in Marchantia; meristem cell of monocot,
ovum of a liverwort, and zygote of a fern.

5. Write a note on economic importance of algae and gymnosperms.



6. Both gymnosperms and angiosperms bear seeds, then why are they classified separately?
7. What is heterospory? Briefly comment on its significance. Give two examples.

8. Explain briefly the following terms with suitable examples: (i) protonema (ii) antheridium (iii)
archegonium (iv) diplontic (v) sporophyll (vi) isogamy

9. Differentiate between the following: (i) red algae and brown algae (ii) liverworts and moss (iii)
homosporous and heterosporous pteridophyte

10. Match the following (column-with column II) Column | Column Il (a) Chlamydomonas (i) Moss (b)
Cycas (ii) Pteridophyte (c) Selaginella (iii) Algae (d) Sphagnum (iv) Gymnosperm

11. Describe the important characteristics of gymnosperms.

2 ULTRA-ADVANCED ANALYTICAL EXPANSION

(1JJCORE CONCEPT EXTRACTION

 Exercise questions covering entire chapter: Classification basis, reduction division timing, archegoniate
plants, ploidy, economic importance, seed plant differences, heterospory, definitions, differentiations,
matching, gymnosperm characteristics

2JCONCEPT LAYERING - ANSWERS PREPARATION

+ Q1: Basis of algae classification

» Pigment composition (Chlorophyll a,b,c,d; fucoxanthin; phycoerythrin)
+ Stored food (Starch, laminarin/mannitol, floridean starch)

* Cell wall composition (Cellulose, algin, polysulphate esters)

* Flagellation (Number, position - apical/lateral/absent)

* Habitat (Freshwater, marine, brackish)

+ Q2: Reduction division (Meiosis) timing

* Liverwort: In sporophyte capsule during spore formation

* Moss: In sporophyte capsule during spore formation

* Fern: In sporangia on sporophyte (spore mother cells)

» Gymnosperm: In microsporangia (microspore mother cells) and megasporangia (megaspore mother
cells)

» Angiosperm: In anthers (microspore mother cells) and ovules (megaspore mother cells)

+ Q3: Archegoniate plants
Three groups: Bryophytes, Pteridophytes, Gymnosperms
(Life cycle description - any one from previous sections)

+ Q4: Ploidy answers
* Protonemal cell of moss: Haploid (n) - from spore, gametophyte
* Primary endosperm nucleus in dicot: Triploid (3n) - fusion of one sperm + two polar nuclei



* Leaf cell of moss: Haploid (n) - gametophyte leaf

* Prothallus cell of fern: Haploid (n) - gametophyte

* Gemma cell in Marchantia: Haploid (n) - asexual bud from gametophyte
* Meristem cell of monocot: Diploid (2n) - sporophyte

» Ovum of liverwort: Haploid (n) - gamete

 Zygote of fern: Diploid (2n) - after fertilization

+ Q5: Economic importance

Algae: CO2 fixation (50%), O2 production, primary producers, food (Porphyra, Laminaria, Sargassum),
hydrocolloids (algin-brown, carrageen-red), agar (Gelidium, Gracilaria) for microbial growth, ice-creams,
jellies, Chlorella (protein supplement for space travellers)

Gymnosperms: Timber (Pinus, Cedrus),-resin, medicinal, ornamental (Sequoia tallest), food (pine nuts),
mycorrhiza helps forestry

+ Q6: Gymnosperms vs Angiosperms separate despite both seed-bearing

Gymnosperms: Naked ovules (no ovary wall), seeds naked, no fruits, no flowers, archegonia present,
ovule exposed at pollination
Angiosperms: Ovules enclosed in ovary, seeds in fruits, flowers present, double fertilization, endosperm
formation, no archegonia

+ Q7: Heterospory

Definition: Production of two types of spores - microspores (small, male) and megaspores (large, female)
Significance: Leads to seed habit - female gametophyte retained on parent sporophyte, embryo protected,
precursor to seed plants

Examples: Selaginella, Salvinia (pteridophytes); all gymnosperms and angiosperms are heterosporous

+ Q8: Term explanations

(i) Protonema: Juvenile stage in mosses, filamentous, green, from spore (e.g., Funaria protonema)

(i) Antheridium: Male sex organ producing male gametes/antherozoids (e.g., in moss antheridium
produces biflagellate sperm)

(iii) Archegonium: Female sex organ, flask-shaped, produces single egg (e.g., in fern prothallus
archegonium)

(iv) Diplontic: Life cycle where diploid sporophyte is dominant, haploid phase reduced to gametes only
(e.g., gymnosperms, angiosperms)

(v) Sporophyll: Leaf-like structure bearing sporangia (e.g., fern frond with sori, Selaginella strobilus)

(vi) Isogamy: Fusion of similar-sized gametes (e.g., Ulothrix - both flagellated, Spirogyra - both
non-flagellated)

+ Q9: Differentiations

(i) Red algae vs Brown algae: (Pigments: r-phycoerythrin vs fucoxanthin; Food: floridean starch vs
laminarin/mannitol; Flagella: absent vs 2 unequal lateral; Depth: deep water vs surface; Examples:
Polysiphonia vs Fucus)

(ii) Liverworts vs Mosses: (Rhizoids: unicellular vs multicellular; Body: thalloid/dorsiventral vs leafy upright;
Protonema: absent vs present; Asexual: gemmae vs fragmentation/budding; Examples: Marchantia vs
Funaria)



(iii) Homosporous vs Heterosporous pteridophytes: (One spore type vs two types; Gametophyte: bisexual
vs unisexual; Examples: Ferns vs Selaginella; Seed habit precursor: no vs yes)

+ Q10: Matching

(a) Chlamydomonas - (iii) Algae
(b) Cycas - (iv) Gymnosperm
(c) Selaginella - (ii) Pteridophyte
(d) Sphagnum - (i) Moss

+ Q11: Gymnosperm characteristics

* Naked seeds (ovules exposed, no ovary wall)

* Heterosporous (microspores and megaspores)

* Perennial, woody trees/shrubs

* Roots: Tap, coralloid (Cycas + cyanobacteria), mycorrhiza (Pinus)
* Leaves: Needle-like in conifers (xerophytic adaptations), pinnate in Cycas
* Sporophylls form cones/strobili (male and female)

» Gametophytes highly reduced, dependent on sporophyte

* Pollen tube present (no water required for fertilization)

*» Archegonia present in female gametophyte

» Examples: Cycas, Pinus, Cedrus, Sequoia, Ginkgo

3JRANK BOOSTER REVISION BOX

7-10 CRISP BULLETS:
* Ploidy must-know: Moss protonema (n), Primary endosperm (3n), Prothallus (n), Gemma (n), Zygote (2n)
» Archegoniate plants: Bryophytes, Pteridophytes, Gymnosperms
» Heterospory examples: Selaginella, Salvinia (pteridophytes)
* Diplontic: Gymnosperms, Angiosperms (sporophyte dominant)
* Isogamy examples: Ulothrix (motile), Spirogyra (non-motile)
» Match: Chlamydomonas (algae), Cycas (gymnosperm), Selaginella (pteridophyte), Sphagnum (moss)
» Gymnosperms vs Angiosperms key: Ovary wall absent vs present, fruit absent vs present, archegonia
present vs absent

@ CRISP EXAM LINE: "Chapter exercises cover all critical topics - master ploidy, life cycle timing,
archegoniate groups, heterospory significance, and gymnosperm-angiosperm differences for NEET."

-/ FINAL AIR-1 REVISION TIP

Memorize Table 3.1 completely - it's the most frequently asked in NEET (pigments, food, flagella of three
algae classes). For life cycles, focus on:

» Gametophyte dominant: Bryophytes

» Sporophyte dominant: Pteridophytes, Gymnosperms, Angiosperms

» Water required: Bryophytes, Pteridophytes

» Water NOT required: Gymnosperms, Angiosperms (pollen tube)



Heterospory — Seed habit precursor — Gymnosperms (naked seeds) — Angiosperms (covered seeds in
fruits) - this is the evolutionary flow.

= PREPARED BY: SENIOR BIOLOGY PROFESSOR
@ TARGET: NEET 2024-25 RANK BOOSTER NOTES
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